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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  AMESBURY 


East  Wilts  United  District  (M.O.H.)  Office, 
1 The  Green, 

Marlborough. 

Telephone:  Marlborough  2487  and  2474. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1970,  which 
is  compiled  on  similar  lines  as  last  year.  I am  grateful  to  Mr.  Fisher,  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  report  which  is  included.  I am  also 
indebted  to  Dr.  Lycett,  the  County  Medical  Officer,  for  supplying  me  with 
details  of  vaccination  procedures  carried  out. 

The  district  though  primarily  concerned  with  agriculture  is  also  of  great 
importance,  in  that,  it  accommodates  a number  of  military  establishments  in 
which  a significant  proportion  of  the  population  find  their  employment.  The 
very  pleasant  town  of  Amesbury,  situated  on  the  River  Avon,  in  spite  of 
the  near  proximity  of  Salisbury,  is  an  increasingly  important  shopping 
centre  for  the  surrounding  area.  The  district  is  important  from  the  commu- 
nication point  of  view,  as  in  addition  to  other  link  roads,  it  is  traversed 
by  the  A 3 03  London  to  Exeter  trunk  road.  It  has  a considerable  attraction 
for  visitors,  including  prehistoric  Stonehenge,  while  part  of  the  Avon  valley 
which  lies  between  Amesbury  and  Salisbury  is  amongst  the  most  beautiful 
stretches  of  river  scenery  to  be  found  anywhere. 

In  June  the  new  Amesbury  Health  Centre  was  opened,  undoubtedly  an 
outstanding  milestone  in  medical  co-operation  in  the  area,  indeed  in  the 
County  itself  since  this  is  the  first  purpose  built  health  centre  to 
be  completed. 

During  the  year  the  general  health  of  the  district  has  given  no  cause  for 
anxiety,  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  vital  statistics  based  on  figures  supplied 
by  the  Registrar  General.  For  the  third  year  in  succession  the  population 
has  shown  an  increase  of  over  1,000,  this  year  the  figure  is  1,580.  However 
this  is  at  variance  with  the  1971  census  figure  to  hand  at  the  time  of  writing, 
which  is  nearly  5,000  less. 

The  number  of  deaths  is  down  and  the  adjusted  rate  of  8.7  compares 
very  favourably  with  that  of  11.7  for  England  and  Wales.  The  number  of 
deaths  from  coronary  heart  disease  at  45  is  slightly  lower.  Nine  deaths  from 
cancer  of  the  lung  occurred,  all  in  males,  one  under  the  age  of  35  and  three 
under  the  age  of  65.  These  two  diseases  with  chronic  bronchitis  together 
give  rise  to  the  major  hazards  associated  with  cigarette  smoking.  It  seems 
unlikely  that  there  is  anyone  in  this  country  who  does  not  now  know  that 
the  cause  of  lung  cancer  for  practicable  purposes  is  cigarette  smoking.  There 
may  be  a few  however,  who  are  not  aware  that  there  is  any  connection  with 
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coronary  heart  disease  and  lung  diseases  generally,  with  particular  reference 
to  chronic  bronchitis.  So  I again  make  no  apology  for  referring  to  the  serious 
health  risks  associated  with  cigarette  smoking.  At  the  time  of  writing  we 
have  behind  us  the  second  report  from  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  and 
in  my  view  as  much  publicity  as  possible  should  be  given  to  their  estimate 
that  in  1968  of  the  99,082  deaths  which  occurred  among  men  age  35-66, 
there  were  31,000  premature  deaths — almost  a third — associated  with 
cigarette  smoking,  and  their  reference  to  the  effect  that  there  is  a steady 
and  comparatively  rapid  decline  in  the  risks  to  the  individual  who  gives  up 
smoking  and  remains  a non-smoker.  I feel  sure  that  in  the  future  there  will 
be  an  increasing  trend  by  the  more  thoughtful  members  of  society  to  avoid 
enslaving  themselves  to  this  dangerous  habit,  which  could  result  in  smoking 
becoming  unfashionable. 

Unfortunately  1970  was  a poor  year  for  excremental  disease,  243  cases  of 
dysentery  were  notified  or  ascertained,  mainly  among  children  living  in 
army  quarters.  In  addition  two  deaths  occurred  due  to  gastroenteritis  in 
children  under  the  age  of  four  weeks.  It  is  of  interest  to  know  that  in  the 
day  nursery  classes  held  in  the  area,  all  in  buildings  which  generally  needed 
a deal  of  adaptation  readily  carried  out  by  the  Army  authorities  to  make 
them  reasonably  suitable  for  the  purpose,  cases  of  dysentery  were  very  few. 
This  is  a great  tribute  to  the  organisers  for  their  punctilious  attention  to 
personal  hygiene,  and  a reminder  to  all  concerned  that  dysentery  is  pre- 
ventable provided  simple  rules  with  regard  to  hand  washing  are  obeyed. 
There  were  no  less  than  222  cases  of  measles  notified,  a figure  far  too  high, 
and  which  I hope  will  never  occur  again.  However,  figures  supplied  by  Dr. 
Lycett  for  vaccination  against  measles  would  seem  to  indicate  that  less  than 
one  third  of  those  children  eligible  for  vaccination  against  measles  in  their 
second  year  are  in  fact  receiving  protection,  which  is  freely  available  through 
the  clinics  or  their  own  family  doctors.  Measles  is  now  preventable  and  the 
present  vaccination  policy  could,  perhaps,  virtually  eliminate  the  disease  in 
the  future  in  the  same  pattern  as  poliomyelitis.  One  death  occurred  in  a 
woman  of  26  years,  due  to  infective  jaundice,  a reminder  that  this  disease 
is  often  a more  serious  matter,  particularly  in  adults,  than  perhaps  we 
sometimes  tend  to  realise.  We  continue  to  get  notifications  from  the  Divi- 
sional Veterinary  Officer  with  regard  to  salmonella  infections  in  farm 
animals,  which  is  most  helpful,  but  in  no  case  was  an  associated  salmonella 
human  infection  identified.  There  were  six  human  cases  of  salmonella 
infections  reported  to  us,  usually  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  This  was 
the  highest  number  since  1962,  but  must  represent  only  a small  minority 
of  the  cases  which  actually  occurred.  I have  no  doubt  that  it  would  be 
helpful  if  salmonella  infections  were  made  notifiable  at  all  times,  at  present 
they  are  only  so  when  deemed  to  be  a cause  of  food  poisoning.  To  my  mind 
this  distinction  gives  rise  to  some  confusion  and  more  important  a distorted 
picture  of  the  real  state  of  affairs.  No  human  case  of  brucellosis  was  identi- 
fied, this  again  is  another  disease  I should  like  to  see  added  to  the  list  of 
those  notifiable.  For  the  first  time  in  four  years  no  case  of  anthrax  in  an 
animal  has  occurred. 

The  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  reasonably  good,  and  there 
cannot  now  be  a great  number  of  properties  which  are  eligible  to  be  im- 
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proved  with  the  aid  of  the  grant  procedure.  However,  one  cannot  be 
satisfied  until  all  houses  reach  at  least  a level  when  basic  amenities  are  all 
provided  for.  Unfortunately  the  present  rate  of  council  house  provision  has 
had  little  or  no  impact  on  the  numbers  on  the  Councils’  waiting  list  of 
applicants,  which  stands  at  over  500  as  it  has  done  for  some  years  now. 
Even  this  figure  is  an  under  estimate  of  housing  needs,  since  the  Council 
require  a four  year  residential  qualification  before  accepting  applicants  on 
the  list,  and  many  of  our  worst  housing  problems  arise  amongst  families 
new  to  the  district  living  in  residential  caravans,  of  which  there  are  over 
400  on  licensed  sites.  As  I have  said  on  many  occasions,  I regard  the  cara- 
van as  a very  poor  substitute  for  a house  in  which  to  bring  up  children.  In 
spite  of  legislation  enacted  in  comparatively  recent  times  to  control  the 
problem,  our  powers  are  very  weak,  particularly  in  the  areas  of  overcrowd- 
ing and  caravan  construction.  The  Council  have  had  a points  scheme  in 
operation  for  some  years  which  works  well,  largely  due  to  the  painstaking 
care  which  Mr.  Fisher,  in  his  capacity  as  housing  manager,  and  his  staff, 
give  to  its  management,  a difficult  and  unenviable  task  but  an  invaluable 
one.  The  only  serious  reservation  I have  is  the  length  of  the  residential 
qualification.  I am  very  pleased  that  the  two  grouped  warden  bungalow 
schemes  are  to  be  augmented  by  a further  grouped  flatlet  scheme,  due  for 
commencement  in  the  current  building  programme.  Nevertheless,  we  need 
more  of  this  type  of  accommodation  particularly  as  there  is  little  doubt  that 
the  present  scale  of  provision  in  respect  of  Part  III  accommodation  seems 
unlikely  to  meet  the  demand  in  the  foreseeable  future,  which  can  only  be 
made  more  realistic  if  housing  authorities  generally  provide  for  more 
grouped  dwellings,  and  if  more  and  better  supportive  measures  are  planned 
for  old  people  living  in  this  accommodation  and  outside  it.  Apart  from 
grouped  warden  accommodation  there  is  no  doubt  that  we  need  more  smaller 
accommodation  suitable  for  occupation  by  the  elderly  and  middle  aged,  to 
further  a firm  policy  to  reduce  the  degree  of  under  occupation  of  family 
type  dwellings.  Frequently  at  the  present  time  one  is  faced  with  the  dilemma 
whether  to  transfer  a single  old  person  from  a Council  house  to  a bungalow 
which  becomes  available,  in  order  to  make  the  house  available  for  a family 
in  urgent  need,  or  to  let  the  bungalow  to  an  old  person  on  the  general  list 
whose  need  for  more  suitable  accommodation  is  nearly  always  urgent. 

Supportive  measures  in  respect  of  the  elderly  comprise  a field  in  which 
there  are  great  opportunities  for  voluntary  effort,  and  we  are  already 
indebted  to  those  who  so  ably  operate  the  meals  on  wheels  service  in  three 
parishes. 

Food  hygiene  has  continued  to  be  given  a great  deal  of  priority  by  Mr. 
Fisher  and  his  staff.  Nevertheless,  during  the  year  as  I have  said,  the  number 
of  cases  of  salmonella  infections  was  unusually  high.  It  seems  certain  that 
the  reservoir  in  respect  of  salmonella  infections  is  mainly  in  farm  animals 
and  poultry,  as  a result  of  the  importation  of  infected  animal  feeding  stuffs. 
I do  not  believe  that  we  shall  be  able  to  improve  the  position  until  more 
active  steps  are  taken  to  eliminate  this  animal  reservoir,  which  I understand 
has  been  done  in  at  least  one  of  the  member  countries  of  the  “Common 
Market”.  The  best  we  can  do  under  present  conditions  is  to  ensure  as  far  as 
legislation  permits,  that  food  which  is  to  be  eaten  without  further  cooking, 
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particularly  meat,  is  rigidly  separated  from  the  risk  of  contamination  from 
raw  foods.  Another  important  factor  in  food  hygiene  perhaps  which  has  not 
been  given  sufficient  attention  is  the  question  of  temperature  control,  parti- 
cularly in  relation  to  rapid  cooling.  Catering  establishments  of  any  size 
should  have  provision  made  for  a cooling  room  in  which  foods  can  be  placed 
prior  to  refrigeration. 

I am  very  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
support,  and  for  the  kindness  and  co-operation  of  all  officers  of  the  Council 
in  yet  another  year  beset  with  difficulties  and  uncertainty,  in  which  the 
shadows  cast  by  reorganisation,  both  of  Local  Government  and  the  National 
Health  Services  have  been  major  factors.  I do  hope  that,  as  I said  last  year, 
these  changes  will  not  result  in  any  significant  disturbance  in  the  relationship 
between  the  future  Public  Health  Medical  Officer  and  the  Public  Health 
Inspectorate.  I hope  also  that  every  effort  will  be  made  to  ensure  that  proper 
medical  advice  is  available  to  the  new  District  Councils.  For  this  to  be  really 
effective  advice  must  be  available  as  at  present,  before  it  is  asked  for,  and 
very  often  without  members  of  the  Council  even  knowing  that  such  advice 
has  been  given,  since  a great  deal  is  done  at  officer  level  in  informal  discus- 
sions. In  other  words,  I hope  that  the  present  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  will  remain  in  post,  albiet  redesignated  and  employed  by  the  re- 
organised National  Health  Service,  where  he  can  continue  to  provide  in 
addition  to  his  advisory  and  other  duties,  liaison  between  general  practi- 
tioners, the  general  public,  local  authorities  and  the  new  department  of 
Social  Services. 

Finally,  I should  specifically  like  to  thank  Mr.  Fisher  and  his  staff,  Dr. 
Lishman  for  acting  as  my  Deputy,  Dr.  Wormald  and  his  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  their  continued  help  and  frequent  advice,  and  my 
secretary,  Miss  Boswell,  for  her  help  and  co-operation,  particularly  for  her 
work  in  preparing  this  annual  report. 

/ have  the  honour  to  he, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  D.  F.  STEEDE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres 
Number  of  Parishes 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  flats  and  bungalows 
Number  of  houses,  flats  and  bungalows  owned 

d * ui  i , by  the  Council 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1970  ... 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (estimated)  . . . 

VITAL  STATISTICS 
Live  Births — Legitimate 

Illegitimate  ...  7 


63,455 

17 

32,540 

5,520 

1,651 

£1,179,472 

£4,712 

M.  F.  Total 
311  278  589 

22  12  34 


Totals  333  290  623 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  {77 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  Vo 

Stillbirths — Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  4 3 ‘7 

Illegitimate 7 _ _ _ 


Totals  4 3 7 


Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  live  and  stillbirths — Legitmiate 

Illegitimate 


11.0 

315  281  596 

22  12  34 


Deaths 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 
Infant  deaths  under  one  year — Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Totals  337  293  630 


90  73  163 

5.0 

3 7 10 

2—2 


Totals  5 7 12 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neonatal  deaths  (under  four  weeks) — Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


19.0 

17.0 

59.0 

1 5 6 

2—2 


Totals  3 5 8 


Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Early  neonatal  deaths  (under  one  week) — Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1 5 

2 — 


13.0 

6 

2 


Totals  3 5 8 


Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  . . . 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths,  under  one 
week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 
Maternal  mortality  rate 


13.0 

24.0 
nil 


1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

Infant  deaths 

15 

14 

17 

12 

12 

Infant  mortality  rate  ... 

22.0 

23.0 

27.0 

19.0 

19.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1970 


B4 

Cause  of  death 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoeal  diseases 

Male 

1 

Female 

1 

T otal 
2 

B5 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

1 

B18 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

B19  (3) 

Malignant  neoplasm — stomach 

2 

2 

4 

B19  (4) 

Malignant  neoplasm — intestine 

— 

1 

1 

B19  (6) 

Malignant  neoplasm — lung,  bronchus 

9 

— 

9 

B19  (7) 

Malignant  neoplasm — breast 

— ■ 

3 

3 

B19  (8) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— ’ 

1 

1 

B19  (9) 

Malignant  neoplasm — prostate 

1 

— 

1 

B 19  (11)  Other  malignant  neoplasms 

7 

5 

12 

B21 

Diabetes  mellitus 

1 

1 

2 

B46  (3) 

Mental  disorders 

1 

1 

2 

B26 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease  ... 

— 

1 

1 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease 

1 

2 

3 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  ... 

24 

21 

45 

B29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

4 

2 

6 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease  ... 

13 

10 

23 

B46  (6) 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

4 

1 

5 

B31 

Influenza 

— • 

1 

1 

B32 

Pneumonia 

7 

4 

11 

B33  (1) 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

2 

1 

3 

B33  (2) 

Asthma 

— • 

1 

1 

B46  (7) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

3 

B46  (8) 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

— 

2 

2 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

— 

2 

B42 

Congenital  anomalies 

1 

— ■ 

1 

B43 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc.  . . . 

1 

3 

4 

B44 

Other  cases  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

2 

3 

B45 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

— 

1 

1 

BE47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

— • 

2 

BE48 

All  other  accidents 

3 

3 

6 

Total  all  causes 

. . . 

90 

73 

163 

Comparison  with  England  and  Wales 


per  1,000  population 

per  1,000 
Live  Births 

per  1,000 
Total  Births 

Live  Births 
( Adjusted  ) 

Death  Rate 
( Adjusted  ) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Stillbirths 

Amesbury 
Rural  District 

17.4 

8.7 

19.0 

11.0 

England 
and  Wales 

16.0 

11.7 

18.0 

13.0 

7 


Totals 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION  STATISTICS,  1970 


Diphtheria,  Whooping  cough,  Tetanus,  Measles  and  Poliomyelitis 

Immunisation 


Year  of  birth 

1970 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1 

1961|1955 
-65  | -60 

Others 

under 

16 

i 

Diph. 

188 

259 

23 

4 

1 

8 

10 

Primary 

immunisations 

completed 

during 

1970 

| 

Wh/c. 

186 

257 

20 

2 

2 

i 



Tet. 

| 188 

261 

24 

4 

1 

6 

17 

— 

M’sles. 

194 

100 

33 

26 

33 

4 

— 

1 

Polio. 

184 

264 

31 

9 

3 

29 

3 

— 

Diph. 

1 

81 

164 

22 

75 

122 

20!  — 

1 

Reinforcing 
immunisations 
given  in 
1970 

I 

Wh/c. 

- 

73 

156 

. 

17 

1 

32 

21 

Tet. 

1 

84 

165 

23 

76  i 

130  j 

38  | 

29 

Polio. 

53 

130 

i 

10 

74 

245 

18 

3 

l 

1 i 

1 1 

i i 

i i 

Smallpox  Vaccination 


Months  Years 


Age  Group 

0-3 

I 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

| 1 

| 

2-4 

i 

5-15 

Vaccinations 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

i 

J 279 

1 

44 

i 

37 

Re-vaccinations 

i 

1 ~~ 

i 

1 ~~ 

1 ~ 

1 

1 ~ 

14 
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AMESBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year  1970 

Redworth  House, 

Amesbury, 

Salisbury, 

Wilts. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  twenty-second  annual  report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year 
1970,  which  is  on  similar  lines  as  previous  years  to  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security.  The  report  also 
makes  reference  to  public  health  services  in  the  District  by  the  Council  and 
which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

The  work  of  a Public  Health  Department  seldom  makes  headlines,  except 
when  some  exceptional  circumstances,  such  as  a major  outbreak  of  disease 
occurs,  and  fortunately  these  are  very  rare.  There  are,  however,  infections, 
particularly  dysentery,  which  are  likely  to  occur  from  time  to  time  in  a 
district  with  a large  military  population,  and  much  time  and  effort  must  be 
given  to  the  making  of  investigations  into  cases,  arrangements  for  the 
collection  of  specimens,  advising  on  and  arranging  precautionary  measures 
to  be  taken  in  Schools  (including  Nursery  Schools)  to  contain  and  even- 
tually eliminate  such  an  outbreak  as  occurred  in  1970.  In  this  work  we  are 
greatly  assisted  by  the  excellent  co-operation  we  enjoy  with  the  Army 
Medical  Services.  As  will  be  seen  from  my  report  no  less  than  1,445  visits 
were  made  to  cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases,  mostly  in  connection  with  the 
1970  outbreak  of  Dysentery,  and  here  I feel  I must  pay  tribute  to  my  staff 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  dealt  with  this  task  and  particularly  to  Mr. 
Hallett  by  whom  most  of  this  work  was  carried  out. 

I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Council,  and 
particularly  to  those  members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees 
who  are  mostly  directly  concerned  with  the  work  of  the  Department,  for  the 
very  considerable  support  which  they  have  given  me  during  the  year.  I am 
also  grateful  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  the  help  and  con- 
sideration they  have  so  willingly  given  at  all  times  on  matters  of  mutual 
interest. 

I am  most  grateful  to  Dr.  Steede  for  his  continued  help  and  guidance  in 
all  matters  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Department  and  finally  to  again 
express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  whose 
“team  work”  efforts  and  willing  co-operation  in  all  matters  make  my  task 
an  easier  one. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I.  L.  FISHER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  IN  THE  AREA 
Number  and  Nature  of  Visits  or  Inspections  during  1970 

GENERAL  SANITATION 
Number  of  Inspections  re  Water  Supply 
Number  of  Inspections  re  Drainage  of  Property 
Number  of  Inspections  re  Keeping  of  Animals 
Number  of  Inspections  under  Pet  Animals  Act 
Number  of  Inspections  under  Animal  Boarding 

Establishments  Act 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Caravan  Sites 
Number  of  Inspections  under  Offices,  Shops  and 

Railway  Premises  Act 
Number  of  Inspections  under  Factories  Act 
Number  of  Inspections  of  Bakehouses 
Number  of  Inspections  under  Diseases  of  Animals 

(Waste  Foods  Order)  1957 
Number  of  Inspections  of  Licensed  Premises 
Number  of  Inspections  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Number  of  Inspections  under  Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1949 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Clean  Air  Act 
Number  of  Inspections  of  Schools 
Number  of  Visits  re  Sampling  of  Water  Supplies 
Number  of  Visits  re  Sampling  of  Sewage  Effluent 
Number  of  Houses  inspected  re  Verminous  Conditions 
Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (re-inspections) 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 
HOUSING 


Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  19 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (re-inspections)  ...  19 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act  (General)  ...  53 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (re-inspections)  ...  232 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act 

(Improvement  Grants)  ...  45 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (re-inspections)  ...  177 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act 

(Overcrowding)  ...  1 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (re-inspections)  ...  1 


Number  of  Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 
Number  of  Property  Owners/Agents  and  Builders 

Interviewed 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
Visits  in  cases  of  Notifiable  Disease 
MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 
Number  of  Visits  to  Poultry  Packing  Station 

Number  of  Visits  to  Knackers  Yard  

Number  of  Visits  to  Bakers  and  Confectioners 

Number  of  Visits  to  Butchers  Shops  

Number  of  Visits  to  Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Number  of  Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

Number  of  Visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops  

Number  of  Visits  to  Grocers  

Number  of  Visits  to  Greengrocers  and  Fruiters 
Number  of  Visits  to  Ice-cream  Premises 
Number  of  Visits  to  Street  Vendors 
Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 


19 
801 

5 

1 

10 

80 

46 

23 

8 

17 

2 

8 

20 
10 

2 

195 

16 

1 

1 

394 


38 


285 


222 


2 

394 

155 

1,445 

54 

8 

7 

26 

27 

47 

6 

54 

2 

36 

4 

44 


11 


4,360 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Routine  inspections  were  made  of  factories  for  the  purpose  of  provisions 
as  to  health,  and  showed  that  the  requirements  of  Section  7 of  the  Act 
were  in  the  main  being  complied  with.  Any  contraventions  noted  were  dealt 
with  by  verbal  notice  at  the  time  of  inspection,  and  were  found,  on  re- 
inspection, to  have  been  remedied. 

The  following  list  shows  the  numbers  and  types  of  registered  factories 
in  the  district: 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Engineering,  including  Garages  ...  ...  ...  20 

Joinery,  Woodworking  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Test  Flow  Meters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  Pasteurising  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Laundering  and  Dry  Cleaning  ...  ...  ...  3 

Grain  Drying  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manufacture  of  Explosives  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Vehicle  Painting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tailoring  1 

Aircraft  Testing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Instrument  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fibreglass  and  Resin  Moulding  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cine  Film  Camera  Testing  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cinematograph  Film  Manufacture  ...  ...  ...  1 

Oil  Gas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Radio  and  Electric  Equipment  Repairs  ...  ...  2 

Upholstery  and  Furniture  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  1 

Poultry  Processing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manufacture  of  Surgical  Appliances  ...  ...  ...  1 

Peat  Packing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manufacture  of  Cardboard  Boxes  ...  ...  ...  1 


54 


The  amount  of  outwork  carried  out  in  the  district  is  very  small  and 
inspections  were  made  of  any  premises  in  respect  of  which  notification  was 
received.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  any  action. 
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HOUSING 


A steady  programme  of  inspection  houses  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  and 
appropriate  action  was  taken  whenever  necessary.  During  the  year  five 
applications  were  received  from  owners  for  Qualification  Certificates  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969.  Following  inspections  of  the 
premises,  two  were  found  to  be  in  need  of  repair  and  the  owner  agreed  to 
consideration  of  his  application  being  deferred  until  the  necessary  repairs 
had  been  executed.  All  five  Qualification  Certificates  had  been  issued  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Interest  in  improvement  grants  continued  and  although  this  results  in 
much  time  being  spent  in  discussions  with  prospective  applicants  it  is,  in 
my  opinion,  time  well  spent  as  it  results  in  acceptable  schemes  being  sub- 
mitted when  applications  are  made  and  thereby  speeds  up  the  time  in  which 
the  applications  are  considered  by  the  Council.  During  the  year  works  of 
improvement  were  completed  at  ten  properties,  five  of  which  were  the 
subject  of  Discretionary  Grants  in  respect  of  which  grants  amounting  to 
£3,289.10  were  paid,  the  other  five  being  in  respect  of  properties  at  which 
the  prescribed  standard  amenities  were  provided,  resulting  in  the  sum  of 
£662.40  being  paid  by  way  of  Standard  Grants. 

Although  a greater  number  of  new  Council  owned  dwellings  were  com- 
pleted during  1970,  as  compared  with  1969,  the  impact  on  the  demand  for 
housing  accommodation  was  virtually  unnoticeable.  One  of  the  main  causes 
of  this  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  lack  of  continuity  in  building  programmes, 
resulting  in  a “build  up”  of  pressing  cases  on  the  Housing  List,  added  to 
which  are  the  grave  problems  created  by  the  number  of  applicants  against 
whom  Eviction  Orders  have  been  obtained.  Whilst  the  Council  did  every- 
thing possible  to  get  new  schemes  moving  delays  occurred  which  resulted 
in  tenders  for  the  49  dwellings  at  Bulford  (part  of  the  Council’s  1969 
programme)  only  being  obtained  in  December,  1970,  as  also  were  tenders 
for  the  14  bungalows  to  be  erected  on  infilling  sites  in  the  Parsonage/High- 
field/Lynchets  Road  areas  of  Amesbury. 

Whilst  the  Council  was  actively  engaged  in  its  efforts  to  secure  addi- 
tional land  for  building  purposes  at  Amesbury,  Winterbourne  Gunner  and 
Shrewton,  no  negotiations  had  been  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  A 
decision  was  however,  reached  to  erect  a Grouped  Dwelling  Scheme  on 
land  in  the  Council’s  ownership  off  Antrobus  Road,  Amesbury,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  a start  on  this  much  needed  accommodation  can  be  made 
during  1971. 

Fifty-two  dwellings  were  erected  during  the  year  in  the  undermentioned 
Parishes: 

Bulford  11  Durrington  17 

Figheldean  8 Winterbourne  Gunner  6 

Winterbourne  Stoke  6 Woodford  4 
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A further  7 dwellings  were  under  construction  at  Durrington  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 


The  number  of  dwellings  erected  in  the  district  during  the  year  by 
private  enterprise  building  was  66,  whilst  a further  59  were  under  con- 
struction at  the  end  of  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken  during  the  year  in  the  de- 
partment under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts: 


(i) 

(ii) 
(hi) 

(iv) 

(v) 


Inspection  of  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  Act 
Inspection  of  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  ... 

Number  of  dwellings  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  habitation 

Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  habitation 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  information 
action 


Action  Under  Statutory  Powers 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  12,  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

(ii)  Numbers  of  dwellings  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


C.  Proceedings  under  section  16,  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  Demolition  Orders 

(iii)  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted 

(iv)  Number  of  Undertakings  completed 


D.  Proceedings  under  sections  42,  43,  46  and  48,  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Area  upon  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  Demolition  Orders 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Area  which  have  been  retained 
as  temporary  accommodation 


19 

98 

10 

47 

35 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


1 

1 

Nil 


2 

*34 

2 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


E.  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  27,  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  section  26, 
Housing  Act,  1961 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  3 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  closed  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders  or 

Undertakings  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Closing  Orders  were  cancelled  in 

consequence  of  premises  being  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

F.  Proceedings  under  section  76,  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  during  year  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during  year  ...  1 

* Includes  25  houses  demolished  by  the  Ministry  of  Defence  (Army)  in  agree- 
ment with  the  Council,  and  2 houses  which  were  demolished  by  Owners  in 
anticipation  of  Demolition  Orders. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council’s  Rodent  Service,  which  is  shared  with  two  neighbouring 
local  Authorities,  has  again  functioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Priority 
is  given  to  dealing  with  complaints  received  from  occupiers  of  infested 
property  and  all  the  remaining  time  of  the  Rodent  Operator  is  devoted  to 
routine  survey  work. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator/ 
Inspector  during  the  year: 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 

Type  of 
Non- 

Agricultural 

Property 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  ... 

5388 

131 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 

notification 

133 

— • 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

133 



(ii)  Mice 

— 

— • 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 

than  notification 

1446 

59 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

33 

26 

(ii)  Mice 

— 

— — 

The  sewers  in  the  district  area  were  test-baited  and  no  evidence  of  infes- 
tation was  indicated. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

The  works  of  connecting  properties  to  the  recently  completed  Stage  I 
of  the  Bourne  Valley  Sewerage  Scheme  proceeded  steadily  and  by  the  end 
of  the  year  the  total  number  of  properties  connected  to  the  public  sewers 
was  656. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  proposals  for  Stage  II  of  this  scheme  have  not 
yet  reached  the  stage  when  work  can  be  commenced  on  them. 

It  was,  however,  pleasing  that  permission  was  received  to  proceed  with 
the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Tilshead  and  the  works  of  laying  the 

mains  and  constructing  the  pumphouse  were  well  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  water  supply  to  the  district,  which  is  mainly  controlled  by  the  South 
Wilts  Water  Board,  has  operated  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  The 
policy  of  taking  regular  samples  of  water  from  the  Board’s  supply  has  been 
continued  and  during  the  year  65  samples  were  taken  of  water  abstracted 
from  the  boreholes  at  Newton  Tony  and  Shrewton  and  submitted  for  bac- 
teriological examination.  Copies  of  the  Pathologist’s  report  on  these  samples 
are  forwarded  to  the  Engineer  of  the  Water  Board,  with  whom  contact  is 
made  should  any  unsatisfactory  report  be  received. 


One  sample  of  each  of  these  sources  of  supply  was  submitted  for  chemical 
examination  and  a copy  of  each  report  is  given  below: 


Newton  Tony 


Physical  Characters 
Chemical 
Reaction 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia 
Organic  (or  “ albuminoid  ”)  ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  three  hours  at 
Chlorides 

Nitrates  (nitric  nitrogen) 

Total  Hardness 

(a)  Temporary 

(b)  Permanent 

Metals 

Nitrates  (nitrous  nitrogen) 

Fluoride 

Opinion : Satisfactory 


Crystal  clear,  colourless : no 

Parts  per 
Alkaline 


37  °C. 


Shrewton 


Physical  Characters 
Chemical 
Reaction 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia 
Organic  (or  “ albuminoid  ”)  ammonia 
Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  three  hours  at 
Chlorides 

Nitrates  (nitric  nitrogen) 

Total  Hardness 

(a)  Temporary 

(b)  Permanent 

Metals 

Nitrates  (nitrous  nitrogen) 

Fluoride 

Opinion : Satisfactory 


Crystal  clear,  colourless : no 

Parts  per 


37  °C. 


Alkali 


ne 


deposit 
million 
pH  7.4 
Nil 
0.01 
0.2 
20 
4.35 
227 
136 
91 
Nil 
Nil 
0.08 


deposit 
million 
pH  7.6 
Nil 
0.01 
0.2 

18.5 
3.4 
232 
160 

71.5 
Nil 
Nil 

0.03 


Other  Supplies 

The  undermentioned  parishes  obtain  a supply  of  water  from  under- 
takings not  owned  by  the  Council: 

Cholderton  (Cholderton  Water  Board).  . 

Tilshead  and  Figheldean  (supplies  taken  in  bulk  from  the  Ministry 

of  Defence  (Army)). 
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Samples  of  water  taken  regularly  from  each  of  the  above  supplies  have 
been  found  to  be  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality. 

Samples  of  water  taken  during  the  year  from  two  private  water  supplies 
were  found  not  to  be  up  to  the  standard  normally  required.  The  owners 
were  contacted  and  following  the  installation  of  chlorination  plants  subse- 
quent samples  revealed  the  water  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  estimated  number  of  dwelling 
houses  and  caravans  and  the  estimated  population  in  each  parish  supplied 
from  public  water  mains.  This  table  does  not  take  into  account  Service  per- 
sonnel and  their  families  and  premises  occupied  by  them,  nor  does  it  include 
properties  obtaining  piped  water  from  private  supplies. 

There  are  no  public  standpipes  in  the  district. 


Parish 

Estimated 

Total 

Population 

Estimated  number 
of  Dwelling  Houses 
and  Caravans 
connected  direct 
to  Public  Piped 
Water  Supplies 

Estimated  popu- 
lation supplied 
from  Public  Water 
Mains  direct  to 
Houses  and 
Caravans 

Allington 

510 

145 

465 

Amesbury 

4,760 

1,222 

4,720 

Bulford 

2,260 

640 

2,260 

Cholderton 

220 

68 

207* 

Durnford 

440 

84 

365 

Durrington 

3,470 

940 

3,450 

Figheldean 

880 

252 

880* 

Idmiston 

2,470 

630 

2,290 

Milston 

163 

83 

163* 

Newton  Tony 

420 

100 

370 

Orcheston 

320 

99 

320 

Shrewton 

1,812 

474 

1,732 

Tilshead 

400 

100 

400  * 

W ilsf  ord-cum-Lake 

150 

11 

27 

Winterbourne 

2,200 

580 

1,625 

Winterbourne  Stoke 

220 

54 

220 

Woodford 

470 

128 

319 

Total 

21,165 

5,610 

19,813 

*Includes  population  supplied  from  mains  owned  by  Cholderton  Water  Company 
or  by  Government  Departments. 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

The  circumstances  of  the  milk  supply  afforded  to  the  district  have  re- 
mained unchanged  throughout  the  year.  Whilst  most  of  the  parishes  obtain 
a supply  of  pasteurised  milk  either  from  establishments  at  Amesbury  or 
Salisbury,  there  is  still  a demand  in  three  or  four  parishes  for  milk  retailed 
under  the  special  designation  “Untreated”. 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  regularly  from  all  the  registered  dis- 
tributors in  the  district,  including  producer/retailers.  A total  of  128  samples 
of  milk  were  submitted  for  statutory  tests  during  the  year.  17  samples  sub- 
mitted for  biological  examination  were  also  tested  for  Brucella  and  these 
proved  negative. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  submitted  for  each 
examination,  together  with  the  results. 


Untreated  Milk 

Biological  Examination 

Heat  Treated  Milk 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Samples 

Pass 

Fail 

Samples 

Pass 

Fail 

Samples 

Pass 

Fail 

Taken 

Taken 

Taken 

52 

48 

4 

17 

17 

, 

Bottles 

54 

- 

54 

Cartons 

20 

2 

22 

When  unsatisfactory  reports  were  reports  in  respect  of  samples  of  raw 
milk,  the  producers  were  interviewed  and  advised  on  methods  to  ensure 
cleanliness  in  production,  and  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

During  the  routine  testing  of  milk  bottles  it  was  noted  that  in  some 
instances  one  or  more  of  the  bottles  in  each  set  of  three  was  not  reaching 
the  desired  standard.  Whilst  this  was  not  having  a detrimental  effect  on  the 
quality  of  the  milk,  as  evidenced  by  the  results  of  bottles  of  milk  sub- 
mitted for  statutory  tests,  examinations,  investigations  were  made  into  the 
possible  causes  for  this,  and  these  appeared  to  indicate  that  a cooling  tray 
in  the  bottle  washing  machine  was  slightly  defective,  and  could  have  re- 
sulted in  very  small  quantities  of  water  from  this  tray  gaining  access  to 
some  bottles  during  the  final  cleansing  process. 

This  matter  was  rectified  and  subsequent  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

There  is  only  one  Registered  Dairy  in  the  District.  The  number  of  Regis- 
tered Milk  Distributors  and  Dealers  licensed  to  sell  milk  under  special 
designations  is  as  follows: 

Registered  Milk  Distributors  in  District  23 

Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  (pre-packed)  ...  19 

Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Untreated  Milk 5 

Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Ultra  Heat  Treated  Milk 

Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  ...  2 
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Slaughterhouses,  etc. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  all  fresh  meat  being  obtained 
from  the  abattoir  in  the  City  of  Salisbury. 

There  is  one  small  factory  in  the  district  where  poultry  is  slaughtered 
mainly  for  delivery  to  the  London  market.  It  is  a modern  building,  fully 
equipped  with  up-to-date  machinery.  Poultry  is  collected  from  the  breed- 
ing farms  each  day,  and  is  electrically  stunned  before  being  slaughtered, 
de-feathered  and  placed  on  the  line  system  for  finishing  before  being 
cooled.  A “spotter”  system  of  inspection  is  employed  and  any  carcases 
showing  signs  of  disease  or  abnormality  are  retained  for  inspection  by  a 
member  of  the  department.  Adequate  facilities  exist  for  the  cleaning  of 
crates  before  they  are  used  for  new  collections.  During  the  year  the  through- 
put of  this  factory  was  533,268  Hens  and  14,225  Cockerels.  Of  this  number 
2.0  per  cent,  weighing  10  tons  12  cwts  6 lbs,  were  rejected  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 

There  is  one  knackers  yard  in  the  district,  which  is  also  licensed  for  the 
slaughter  of  horses,  and  regular  inspections  made  of  this  premises  have  not 
revealed  any  matters  in  respect  of  which  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  any 
action. 

Food  Premises 

The  general  standard  of  premises  in  the  district  at  which  food  is  handled, 
stored  or  prepared  has  been  maintained  at  a satisfactory  level.  Many  of  the 
premises  in  the  larger  Parishes,  now  operate  on  the  self-service  principle. 


Inspections  have  been  made  of  food  vehicles  plying  within  the  district 
and  the  condition  under  which  these  vehicles  are  operated  and  maintained 
have  been  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 


No.  and  Type  of 
Premises 

No.  of  Premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with 

Regulation  16 

No.  of  Premises 
to  which 
Regulation  19 
applies 

No.  of  Premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with 

Regulation  19 

Hotels  and  Licensed 
Premises  ...  39 

39 

39 

39 

Grocers 

48 

48 

48 

48 

Bakers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Butchers 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Cafes  and 
Restaurants  ... 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Confectioners  ... 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Fish  Fryers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fishmongers  . . . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Greengrocers  . . . 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Total 

140 

140 

140 

140 
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During  the  year  three  complaints  were  received  regarding  mould  in  food- 
stuffs. Of  these  two  related  to  bread  and  one  to  pie  filling.  The  facts  of  each 
case  were  carefully  considered  by  the  Council,  who  resolved  that  as  these 
were  the  first  offences  committed  in  the  District  by  the  firms  concerned  no 
legal  action  be  taken  against  them,  but  that  they  be  sent  warning  letters. 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district  and  routine  inspection  of 
the  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and/or  sale  of  ice-cream  have  shown 
that  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  are  being  complied  with. 

The  number  of  premises  in  the  district  registered  for  the  storage  and/or 
sale  of  ice-cream  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  95. 

Meat  and  Other  Food  Condemned  during  1970 

The  quantity  of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned  during  1970  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption  is  given  below: 

Tins  and/or  packets  of  Fruit  75 

Tins  and/or  packets  of  Vegetables  292 

Tins  and/or  packets  of  Fish  250 

Tins  and/or  packets  of  Meat  125 

Packets  of  Pastry  8 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  of  the  eight  premises 
licensed  by  the  Council  for  the  boiling  of  waste  food  and  in  no  case  was  any 
action  found  to  be  necessary. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 — Registration 

During  the  year  1 1 new  registrations  were  made.  Of  these  8 were  changes 
of  ownership  and  the  remaining  3 were  premises  to  which  the  Act  had  not 
previously  applied. 

Inspections.  Mainly  inspections  were  made  to  newly  registered  premises 
although  a number  of  reinspections  were  carried  out  to  premises  where  food 
slicing  machines  are  in  use  and  advisory  booklets  given  to  the  employers. 

No  accidents  have  been  reported  during  the  past  year  but  occupiers  of 
premises  are  frequently  reminded  of  their  legal  obligations  in  this  matter. 
No  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  OS  PR  A (Hoists  and  Lifts) 
Regulations,  1968,  as  none  of  the  premises  registered  with  this  Authority 
have  this  type  of  equipment  installed. 


Porridge  Oats  i\  lbs. 

Lemon  Curd  28  lbs. 

Ham  30  lbs. 

Pork  Shoulder  20  lbs. 


Various  Ice-Creams  188  pkts. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 
RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1970  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
AMESBURY  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1 — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth- 
orities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

54 

23 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

54 

23 

— 

— 
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2 — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

(Sections  133  and  134) 
NIL  RETURN 
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Springfords  & Rose  Ltd.,  Printers,  Devizes 
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